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ABSTRACT

Academic discourse is written to cater for a patéic audience and like any other text containsahthor’s
interpretation of his discourse. The author negediaand persuades the reader to accept his inta@ipreof the text in
discussion. One of the strategies used to convesgages in academic writing is the use of hedgimglgihg is used as a
rhetoric strategy to modify the definiteness ofuttierance, or to modify the commitment of the autioothe propositions
he puts in a text. The use of hedges has the eriswpal aspect in that they are used to indicatettie speaker does not
want to impose upon the hearer's desires or beliEfi® present study investigates the types of Imgdgsed in the
discussion of medical research discourse. It atdabéishes the functions hedges perform in theseudsions and the
frequencies of particular hedges. The study whedjuiantitative in nature established that hedgingsed frequently in the
discussions of medical research findings and thiaas various functions as the authors present theims with caution,
precision and humility. The study has a pedagogioplication and concludes that hedging is an d&senriting feature

in medical genres that needs to be given attemtioen teaching communicative skills to medical shisle
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